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1 Introduction

The objective of this report is to describe the proposed landscape and external works as part of the
proposed residential development at Colp West, Drogheda, Co. Meath. This report should be read
in conjunction with documents issued and included in this submission by Dermot Foley Landscape
Architects, Duignan Dooley Architects, John Spain Associates, DBFL Consulting Engineers,
Charles McCorkell Arboricultural Consultancy and others.

Dermot Foley Landscape Architects visited the site on several occasions from September 2018 to
July 2019 in order to observe conditions on site, such as existing vegetation, conditions under foot,
boundaries and other items which would have a bearing on the design process.

Charles McCorkell Arboricultural Consultancy was commissioned to carry out a Tree Survey and
Arboricultural Impact Assessment in compliance with BS 5837:2012. These documents are
included separately as part of this submission.

The following additional documents have been issued by Dermot Foley Landscape Architects as

part of this submission:

No. Scale Size Title

201  1:500 A0 Landscape Plan 1

202  1:1000 A0 Boundary Plan

203  1:500 AO Landscape Plan 2

210 1:200 A2 Detail Landscape Plan 1

211  1:200 A2 Detail Landscape Plan 2

212 1:200 A2 Detail Landscape Plan 3

240 1:100 Al Landscape Sections

250 1:20 Al Typical Hard Landscape Details
260 1:20 Al Typical Soft Landscape Details
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2 Landscape Appraisal

2.1 General

The lands owned by the client are situated east of Drogheda town. Bound by Colpe Road to the
south, Mill Road to the east, the Dublin 1 Belfast railway line to the west and agricultural lands to
the north, they occupy approximately 30 hectares in total.

The subject site is irregular in shape with a main site area. Ground conditions vary, with the lands
mostly free draining. The site borders the railway line to the west, agricultural lands to the south,
the Gaelscoil an Bhradain Feasa to the east and extensive orchards to the north. It constitutes c. 9
hectares. The lands currently comprise arable land and grassland and are divided by a line of

hedgerow in the centre.

Panoramic view looking north-west from the existing hedgerow in the center of the site.

Panoramic view looking north from the southern site boundary.
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2.2 Boundaries

The site boundaries vary in character. The northern boundary comprises a dense hedgerow,
made up of mostly hawthorn. It extends along the entire northern boundary and extends
south-west where a number of mature trees overhang the site along the boundary. Further
south-west a group of early mature trees form a buffer between the site and the existing
railway line. The southern site boundary is generally open, looking onto undeveloped
agricultural lands. An area of open space separates the site from the primary school further

east.
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View from the western site boundary looking north towards the hedgerow and group of mature trees in the corner.

View from the western site boundary looking south towards agricultural lands.



DERMOT FOLEY LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS

2.3 Existing Trees

All of the existing trees are located along the boundaries and within the hedgerow running
through the center of the site. Most of the trees on site are Ash. According to the
arboricultural assessment the quality of the trees is mixed, with over half in the low/ very poor
categories. The trees located to the north-western corner form the better specimens. Species
comprise Beech, Oak, Lime, EIm (all category B), and a large category A Sycamore tree. The
trees along the boundary with the existing railway are EIm, Oak, Beech, Hawthorn, Sycamore
and Maple.

The hedgerows comprise mainly Elder, Blackberry, Dog-rose, Ash, Hawthorn, Sycamore and
Ivy. The boundary hedgerows have been identified to be in a fair structural and physiological
condition and vary between 4-6m in height. The central hedgerow however is not in a good
condition.

View showing mature trees to the north-western boundary, which form the better specimens on site.
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View showing line of early mature trees at the western site boundary, separating the site from the existing railway
line.

View showing the central hedgerow in the distance, it is evident that the trees and hedgerow are not in a good

condition.



